
EGYPT, MY PEOPLE.
Current Events Shape This Nation of 80 Million for Christ’s Millennium.
It is fascinating that the Lord Jehovah brought 2 1/2 million people of Israel out of 430 years of slavery in Egypt.  The books of Exodus and Deuteronomy detail the father’s redemptive work in the life of the Israeli nation. Now this astonishing chapter, Isaiah 19, tells of God’s rich purpose for this nation.  I have conscientiously taught that we are not to love the world , neither the things in the world - as evident in national Egypt.  So this chapter surprises.   Nevertheless, I am  grateful for the wisdom of one of our great divines, Dr Ted Gibson, national president of Australia’s Baptist assemblies- and also principal of the Brisbane  Baptist Theological College for this b balanced view of Egypt.   Remember ‘Egypt is my people.’ 

The current peaceful revolt against the authority of Mubarak as President for 30 years and the astonishing orderly demonstration demanding his resignation ; even though the Muslim 

brotherhood poised for the opportunity to assume political status in the 80 million nation. It is also God’s unique opening with television and satellite ministry in Arabic and Parsee,  covering this satellite dotted nation with the majestic news of a Savior and Lord, even the messiah, Jesus. 

The first 15 verses tell of the ruined nation of Egypt as it was in the prophet Isaiah’s day.

God was troubled for Egypt. v1   ‘Behold the lord rides on swift cloud, and will come to Egypt. God will destroy all heathen deities for he is Lord alone. Yes, ‘ the idols of Egypt will totter at His presence, and the heart of Egypt will melt in its midst.’   Our Lord planned some breath-taking transformations in this transition. Our WWII hospital was in the Sahara Desert, so I write with profound respect for this great nation and God’s future for it. 

As Sovereign God, He judges nations, which explains why this stern sentence is directed at Egypt. 

Personal in-fighting, civil unrest. national disputes, God’s righteous distaste that they consult the media and the occult, and God’s ultimate judgment for them.   In the parliament of heaven, the King of Kings reigns.   See how explicit is this judgment: ‘I will set Egyptian against Egyptian; everyone will fight against his brother; and every one against his neighbor; city against city; kingdom against kingdom; they will consult the idols and charmers, the mediums ands sorcerers; and the Egyptians I will give into the hand of a cruel master, and a fierce king will rule over them.’ vv2-4

New age and other forms of the occult have interwoven the religious life of our nation, which God hates.   How could a mighty God make extravagant assurances to such a wayward people?

Isaiah shows how the mighty Nile, with its arterial tributaries, will dry up.   Unbelievable that this stream of life should disappear.   The water will be polluted, and the reeds dependent on this saturation will wither, including the papyrus.   Fishermen will find their calling unproductive. The drought will minimize the flax production, one of Egypt’s valued products.    God’s Word is clear.   ‘The river shall be wasted and dry up.   Rivers become foul.   Reeds and rushes wither.   Everything sown by the river shall wither, fishermen shall mourn.    Those who work in flax and fine fabric will be ashamed.’    They have been persecuted until this uprising. 

Little wonder that the Lord should stagnate the mighty Nile to arrest the attention of this nation. 

Inevitably, judgment must fall on Egypt when Pharaoh’s wise counselors give foolish guidance. 

As God overthrew the Egyptian army when they pursued the defenseless children of Israel, so the Lord continually poured judgment on this nation.   He ‘let them know what the Lord of hosts has purposed against Egypt’ v12.   ‘The Lord had mingled a perverse spirit in this nation.’v14    Isaiah portrays Egypt as the intoxicated man vomiting.

Over the past generation, Egypt has secured the southern border of Israel: her 80 million people a bastion.  Has that changed with the yielding of former president Mubarak?   This chapter reveals how God is shaping the nations surrounding Israel in preparation for the return of our Lord, the setting up of the worship in the temple, restored daily sacrifice, the usurping of authority by the Antichrist; and the glorious return of the eternal Son at Armageddon: finally reigning for one thousand years.    Phew! 

Momentous days .  Egypt will show feminine characteristics, being terrified when the Lord waves His hand over the nation.’ v16 

Israel shall be recognized and respected and their land shall terrorize Egypt.   The Lord of hosts has counseled against Egypt.    Oh, the sovereignty of God over the nations whom he planned to use. v17    Watch the oncoming events of this great nation; and rejoice as God fulfils His  purpose!
Language dominates nations for it evidences superiority.   Five Egyptian cities will embrace the Hebrew tongue; and will swear by the Lord of hosts; one such city will be the city of destruction’, where God’s judgment has been meted out. v18    God will secure the worship of Egypt for there will be an altar to the Lord (not to the false gods of the generations of Egyptians) in the midst of the land of Egypt , and a pillar to the Lord at its border. v19    ‘For it will be a sign and a witness to the land of Egypt’.    A nation pleaded with the living God when the tormenter is unbearable.   The writer stifles his amazement that the land of Egypt will be so rapt as to seek the eternal One.  Yes, ‘for they will cry to the Lord because of the oppressors, and he will send them a Savior a Mighty One, and he will deliver them. v20  

Our heavenly Father yearns to send His great salvation to the nations of the world.  Campus Crusade for Christ prepared a film, ‘Jesus’ , dubbing it into 1090  languages, and offering it to the world, thus enabling 5 billion (five thousand million lives) to see it.   Many embraced the Lord after seeing for the first time the life and ministry of our beloved Lord. 

‘The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

Habakkuk 2;14   The beloved John wrote,   ‘This is life eternal that they might know thee, the only true God,  and Jesus Christ Whom thou has sent’.  (John 17:3)    Isaiah prophesied, ‘the Lord will be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the Lord in that day, and will make sacrifice and offering, revoking their reliance on false gods’, thus verifying the certainty of their trust in the Lord.   Yes, they will make a vow unto the Lord and perform it.

Although the Person of the Holy Spirit, Christ and His great salvation are not mentioned in this chapter, expect God to do excellent things for this nation. 

Anticipate backsliding and revival ‘for the Lord shall strike Egypt, He will strike and heal it, they will return to the Lord and He will be entreated by them and heal them. v22 

After our Lord’s redemptive work in reproving believers and his overwhelming eclipse and conclusive expulsion of the Antichrist, and His reigning for 1000 years (Millenium) HE WILL OPEN A HIGHWAY BETWEEN TWO HOSTILE NATIONS, Egypt and Assyria (Persia or Iran) in our generation.    Free communication between these two great nations will characterize this time, while the Egyptians will serve with the Assyrians. v23    The once hated Israel will dominate the relationships.   ‘Israel will be recognized as one of three with Egypt and Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land. v24   Who cannot express their delight that the prophetic word gives a clear picture of the super-dominance of the Messiah with His redeemed people. 

The 19th chapter of Isaiah has a concluding beatitude.   Had not the Lord assured of His eternal enrichment upon His own people.   ‘I WILL BLESS THEE’ wherein the Scripture affirms that Egypt is My people which truth electrified me when Dr Gibson first expounded this chapter. 

‘The Lord of hosts shall sanctify these nations saying, ‘Blessed is Egypt my people (God appropriates a nation) and Assyria the work of My hands,  the Lord moulds a people with fine tuning)  and Israel My inheritance.   The Lord has cherished Israel as His peculiar inheritance from the Abrahamic covenant.’ v25.  

Seventy years have passed since my Australian General Hospital functioned on the edge of the Sahara Desert in this great nation of Egypt.   I did not imagine its possible place in God’s economy.   The prophetic picture is much clearer now than previously. 

The word of God has not been added to or subtracted from since those formative days. 

Let’s trust the eternal Word of the mighty God. 

Our Lord is sovereign among nations, and immutable, or unchanging, in character.   


